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nﬂrﬂh harsinabie e vanily
m tBeaugh tha doorway lies
I Eainless tob, scrannad by
l!r_lilﬁ; paned {opposite)

that slides apen fer a shyline ®
viaw 2zross the master bedream,

Suspended above the bustle and noise of
Chicago, a condominium’'s master bath is a
minimalist haven where granite counters, sleek
anigre vanities, masaic tile, and a custom
stainless steel tub set the streamlined stage
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eatness counis, as the =ay-

ing poes—and especially 1or Steve Liska, " Fm
a graphic designar,” hs says. *I'm very neat.”
Al he wantedd e master bath of bis 30th-Tloce
Chicago condamimum to be @ serane refuge
that embodied RS sonsibility. Creating the aeal
retreat was part of a wholesale renavation of the
entire LEOO-squara-feol apartment, handled by
Eracd Lynch of Brininstool & Lynch Architects.

By changing wall conligurations, Lynch was
able to cantrive 2 completely new design. In the
mastar bath. the tub presenied the biggest chal-
lenp, Provious awners had 1he Ttk |'.-.'*:r'.'||I:.- in
the bedroom, to take advantage of the skyline
witw ul Lhe bedeaom wirdos, Waills Liska 1eund
that arrangement distasteful. he definitely liked
Lhee il al & visw, 50 Lynch designad g frosted-
glass sliding door next to the fub: Whan'it's
open, the balher soaks up the sky-high view,
close it, and tha b disappears from the bed-
room's view and cocoons the balhaer n prvacy,

WMaterials suggest a suitably sleek, siream-
lined sensikility. Granite counbers swereourd Lhe
twio sinks and the tub. Dark Blue l-inch ceramic
tiles create a backsplash in thase areas; thal grod
15 mapnified and repeated by the larger slate tile
that covers the floor throughout the bath, The
vanily cabinels are anigré, & wood that's related
te mehogany but much lignter. Mot at all mini
malist ir funclicn, the stainless tuk was custom
made to be an extra-deep 29 inches, versus
the standard 18 ar 21 inches, far lang. lavish
soaks, And everything remains neat and unclut-
tered, iBanks 10 the storape proviced by the
vanity cabinets and shelving concealed bahind
tha wanity mirrcrs. "Baths are relreals,” Liska
sums ugp, “and this is a nice, simple kath." m

ROOM BY RODM
DiHerent areas serye
different functions in the
2T5-square-foat bath.

A separale shower,
dons in mosaic file, is
tuckad heside the
second vanity, The tib
rulas he adjginiig space,
while Lhe foilet gels

ils cwn compariment.
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prmit againsl the
wlwte Noar amd m
Bachsplash 1les

The lel ares cin be & privale
GnELIVE OF B8 Gy an-H-
world hul, depending an
whothar (b frosted-glass
panel iz closed (left) or opan
{helew). The toilet is hidden
In & euhicke hehisd the tub,
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INSPIRED BY JARFANESE DESIGN,
A BAY-AREA MASTER BATH
CLEANS UP AND CALMS DOWN

E -2
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DISCREET
DIVISION
Anuzablrusive
pochel daar {abave)
screens the bath
tram a shart hallway.
Inzat imip the wall.
paneled in maple Ehal
e s e vanily
deawers, i stainkss
shed with bedlt-in

b wrse: adds 2
miditative tooch.

a5, he was born in Jlapan. and his
Srnerican wile has Japanese roots, But
the cwiner of a 1973 ranch home near
San Francisco says he didry't deliberately
alm 10 have an Asian-inspired master bath,
alikough his Beritage—and his traming as an
irglustnal designer—may have influenced his
preference for "clean, straight lines and the
natural colars and texdures of wood and stcne.”

. The couple's taztes came through foud armd
clear W architest Mark English when they con-
sulted him about remodsling their master suita,
disenchanted with its cluttered design and &
surface fussiness characterized by dark-pire
cabinels, wainscoting, and tumed-wood accenis.
English, cwner of Inglese Architecture, knaw
what tode “Without telling them,” he savs,

“| set aut to create a Zen-like bath.”

Entering the bath’s fleor plan inlo his com-
putar, he erased all non-load-bearing walls bo
create an uninhibited space, thern borrowed
{oatage from the adjoining bedroom for good
measura, When it carme o the actual execution
ol that plan, the expansion went up as well as
out—English also co-opted ihe attic above to
give the bath a peaked celling rising from its
criginagl B-foat height at the sides to an 11-foot
ridgeling, That central ricgzeline links a new dual
wanity at one end and a spaking tub flankad by
Both open and enclosed shelving at the ciher.
"My clients liked how very simple and logical
that made everything seem,” English notes,

Limplicity and logic also dictatad the vanity's
dasign. Supported by steel brackets atfached to
the Back ol built-in Dedraom starage, the slate
countsr and mapla drawer= appear to float, with-
oul Weuching 1he floor or walls, Equally serene
is the walk-in shower of shimmering glass block,
Sows Lhe owner, It fegls like veu're bathing out-
doors.” Just the feeling lor a Zen =pa. m

B SUMMER 7001 KITCHEN & BATH CLPSTOM FLANKER




Bhinid B2 vamiBy. limesione
hackiplagh Eled weee sel 1o echo
I%ee grais uf Alie maghe diawers
bedaw, The Fub surressd anid
storage cabinets {above right)
demansirate the zama sttesdion 1o
detail, Beside ife shower (rght)
he W'y sliding door resembles »
lapanese shoji screen.

FLOW

*| wanted the bath to fesl large and airy,
llke @ seli-contained pavilion,” explains
architect Mark English. To achieve that
effect in a compact space rosghly 10 = 10
fet, he kept the floor plan simple and
the style clean-lined and clutter-free. The
] peaked 11-foat
| ceiling Torms an
axis along which
the dauble vanily
and the lub align,
giving the room
an owararching
sensa ol lagical
srganization




